
by WILLIAM KRAUSE

Long before the 
sensational Shep-
pard murder 

case there was another 
infamous criminal case 
in Bay Village. In 1938, 
Mrs. Christine Ritchie 
was arrested for operat-
ing a “house of ill fame” 
in what was labeled the 
“Love Nest Case” by the 
Cleveland News news-
paper.

Dr. David Francati, 
of Bay Dental, the cur-
rent owner of 384 Fordham Park-
way, told me a number of stories 
about the home he has shared 
with his wife, Sheila, since 1993. 
He said that it was supposedly 
built by the owners of a brewery. 
That it was once known as a “love 
nest” in the 1930s. That it was 
then an orphanage where some 
of the kids crossed an open porch 
to sleep in the attic. That it then 

had a fire and was repaired and 
turned back into a single-family 
home. Could all of this be true 
of one 3,600-square-foot home 
tucked away along Lake Erie next 
to Cliff Drive in Bay Village, Ohio?

Dr. Francati shared with me 
a newspaper article from 1938 
which corroborated the “love 
nest” part of the story. 

by DAVE PFISTER

On the 20th anniversary 
of the Sept. 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, the West-

lake Historical Society will again 
meet at the gravesite of Christina 
Ryook in Evergreen Cemetery. 
Members of our society have 
met there annually since 2006.

Lysa Stanton, Westlake His-
torical Society president, first 
became aware of Ms. Ryook’s 
grave while walking her dog at 
Evergreen Cemetery. Christina 
was in the World Trade Center 
when it was attacked.

Because Christina’s family 
sometimes travels to New York 
for commemorative obser-
vances, Lysa always makes sure 
there is a local service on Sept. 
11. When the Ryook family is 
in town, they and the Westlake 
Historical Society hold a joint 
service.

Through a fundraising 
campaign, a bench was placed 
near Christina’s grave in her 
memory. Westlake Histori-
cal Society members were the 
organizers behind the bench 
placement effort.
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Westlake welcomes new 
police patrolman

by ROBERT 
ROZBORIL

The City of 
Westlake wel-
comed Patrol-

man Zack Hitchens 
to the Westlake 
Police Department 
on Tuesday, Aug. 
24. Mayor Dennis 
Clough administered 
the oath of office to 
the city's newest 
sworn officer in front 
of members of his 
family, friends and 
his new colleagues in 
the Council Cham-
bers at Westlake City Hall.

Hitchens comes to Westlake 
having spent the last three years 
serving as a patrol officer for the 
City of Cleveland. Prior to that, 
Hitchens worked as a correc-

tions officer for Huron County 
and Stark County. 

He graduated from Kent 
State University in 2014 with a 
bachelor's degree in Criminal 
Justice. 

Historical society honors Westlake 
victim of Sept. 11 terrorist attacks

DIGGING DOVER – BAY VILLAGE

Strange history:         
384 Fordham Parkway, Part 1

A 1959 Cuyahoga County Auditor 
photo of 384 Fordham Parkway, c. 1921.

Patrolman Zack Hitchens watches his 
wife pin the badge on his lapel. 

Ivermectin: From dirt to Nobel Prize
THE MEDICAL INSIDER

by DIANA PI, M.D.

Is it me or is the medical 
world upside down and 
sideways these days?
I can live with the “It’s a 

hard no on the vaccine.”
What bothers me: Muddy 

information from doctors. 
Recently, an Arkansas doctor 
headlined for giving jail prison-
ers (and himself and his family, 
apparently) a multi-drug cock-
tail including ivermectin, a 
deworming pill, to treat – and 
prevent – COVID-19.

He’s the tip of the iceberg. 
The CDC reports ivermectin 
prescriptions went from 3,600 
per week pre-pandemic to 
“88,000 prescriptions in the 

week ending Aug. 13, 2021.”
I’m not here to trash talk 

ivermectin. Quite the opposite, 
ivermectin colors my world sky 
blue.

It’s a story of hope, com-
passion, science at its best. 
A story dancing with heroes 
including – I hate to say it – a 
pharmaceutical giant. The two 
scientists who developed aver-
mectin (ivermectin’s prototype), 
Satoshi Omura and William C. 
Campbell, received the Nobel 
Prize in Physiology and Medi-
cine in 2015.

Ivermectin began in the dirt, 
literally. In the 1960s, Omura, 
a Japanese microbiologist, was 
hunting for new drugs. He col-
lected soil samples around 

Japan, isolated bacteria that 
produced novel chemicals. Then 
he forwarded the more promis-
ing ones to Campbell, a parasite 
biologist at the Merck Institute 
of Therapeutic Research, to be 
tested in animals. Together, 
they discovered avermectin (a 
[without] - vermin). Safe, versa-
tile, and affordable, avermectin 
slays as a parasite worm-killer.

Ivermectin works by para-
lyzing nerves and muscles. 
Particularly sensitive are inver-
tebrates (animals without back-
bones, like worms, insects, etc.). 
In the 1980s, ivermectin was 
used in animals successfully. 
Campbell suggested it be stud-
ied for parasites in humans.

The bench and plaque honoring Christina Ryook in 
Evergreen Cemetery.
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The article involved the case of an 
Elyria policeman who was arrested Jan. 
18, 1938, leaving the property with a 
woman who was not his wife. 

He was charged with “entering a 
house for immoral purposes.” Any-
where from 20 to 50 cars were stopped 
leaving the premises that one day.

The policeman who was arrested 
said that he had gone to the home 
with the woman that he was with to 
get a glass of beer. He 
testified: “Mrs. Ritchie 
told me when we got 
there that the place was 
being watched and that 
we could have a glass of 
beer and go right out.” 
The woman testified that 
she knew he was mar-
ried and had been with 
him once previously to 
the Ritchie home. Mrs. 
Ritchie is described as 
the “gray-haired widow 
of a former lake captain” 
in the article.

The article con-
cludes by stating: “Mrs. 
Ritchie, who maintained that 
she is operating a legitimate 
tourist home, is plaintiff in a 
$25,000 slander suit against 
Mayor Weiger, and is also 
plaintiff in a pending injunc-
tion suit to prevent police 
from interfering with per-
sons entering and leaving her 
property.”  

We were able to confirm 
that Christine Ritchie pur-
chased property on Fordham 
Parkway with her husband, 
William, 10 years earlier in 
1928, constructed a home 
about 1929 and sold or lost 
the home by 1940. However, 
the home she purchased was 
not the subject home but was 
located at 462 Fordham Parkway. This 
home, a craftsman bungalow, was 
owned by Bay police officer Ferrell 
Cleary from 1981 until 2003 and the 
joke I heard (because he was a police 
officer) was that it had been a “house 
of ill repute” with old telephone jacks 
in every room. Perhaps it handled 
overflow from her lakefront location?

Four months after the 1938 police 
stakeout, but before the trial, Christine 
purchased a home on Detroit Road 
in Dover. It was located where the 
McDonald’s near Columbia Road is 
located today. She may have antici-
pated that the “jig was up” – this might 
have been her planned “retirement” 
home?

Her husband, William Ritchie, 
was, in fact, a sea captain. The 1920 
U.S. Census has his occupation listed 
as a master seaman for a steamship 
company, “master” means the same 
as “captain”. A master is the highest 

responsible officer, acting on behalf of 
the ship’s owner. At the time, he and 
Christine were living on Edward Street 
in Lakewood, providing a home for his 
uncle, a salesman, as well. Christine’s 
occupation is listed as housewife. By 
the 1930 U.S. Census the household 
has moved to their new home at 462 
Fordham Parkway, valued at $12,500 
and no employment is listed for 
63-year-old William, 51-year-old “E. 
Christine Ritchey” and the 77-year-
old uncle.

Unfortunately, William Ritchie 
died in 1932. According to his death 

certificate it occurred days after a 
herniotomy to correct a strangulated 
hernia. Contributing to his death was 
an accidental fall that had occurred 
“at home some time ago.” The cause of 
death is listed as a cerebral apoplexy 
(stroke or bleeding of the brain). He is 
buried in Lakewood Cemetery.

By the April 1940 U.S. Census, 
Christine lives alone at 462 Fordham 
Parkway. Her house transferred to the 
West Side Saving & Loan Association 
by August 1940. Was she a desperate 
widow with few options to support 
herself during the Depression or were 
she and her husband part of a crime 
syndicate, smuggling booze on Lake 
Erie during prohibition and operating 
multiple brothels for organized crime? 
While it is clear that she never actually 
owned the subject property and just 
operated the “business” there, some 
things are nearly impossible to deter-
mine from the paper trail. 

BEAT THE HEATBEAT THE HEAT

440-871-7525

Don’t Delay. Don’t Delay. 
Call Today.Call Today.

WBVO_SPRING_2021

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by, for 
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information about topics 
and events in our community. The mission of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve 
and energize the community through the participation 
of the 1,200+ community volunteers. All Westlake and 
Bay Village residents are invited to participate.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.  (We don’t share information)                                   

All content should be submitted through the online 
Member Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

Business promotional articles will not be published. 
Contact us for advertising rates.

QUESTIONS? Contact: staff@wbvobserver.com or 
440-409-0114

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of 
the Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.

PRODUCTION OFFICE
451 Queenswood Drive
Bay Village, Ohio 44140

440-409-0114 

Copyright ©2021 The Westlake | Bay Village Observer. 
All rights reserved. 

Any reproduction is forbidden without written 
permission.

Denny Wendell 
Co-Publisher, Designer

denny@wbvobserver.com 

 Tara Wendell
Co-Publisher, Senior Editor

tara@wbvobserver.com

Advertising
Laura Gonzalez

laura@wbvobserver.com

Nancy Brown
nancy@wbvobserver.com

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

Jeff Bing, Cynthia Eakin, Chris Funnell, Brian Gadd, 

Jennifer Hartzell, William Krause, Mel Maurer, Beth 

Milli, Dave Pfister, Diana Pi, Carla Renick, Margie 

Rossander, Robert Rozboril, Tak Sato, Karen Uthe 

Semancik, Elaine Willis

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Chris Funnell, William Krause, Robert Rozboril,   

Denny Wendell

ALSO HELPING  
Jon Mack, Laurel Wendell

Community Powered News

1,287

CELEBRATING

13 YEARS
of CITIZEN 
JOURNALISM

Advertise in the 
Observer

For details, email us at
staff@wbvobserver.com 

or call 440-409-0114

FORDHAM        
from front page    
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greenisland
restaurant

25517 Eaton Way • Bay Village 
(off Columbia Rd.) 440-455-9086

BROWNS GAMES
Join us for all the 

action with big 
screens and specials. 

GO BROWNS!GO BROWNS!
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Ad artwork ©2021 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

We provide top-quality care through our 
highly-educated, caring and professional 

team. We encourage individuality, freedom 
and involve friends and family in our 
gorgeous, spacious, lakefront home. 

Services:
All meals and snacks
Medicine assistance

24 hour care
Medical appointment assistance and 

transportation
Safety and security

Cleaning services included
4855 E. Lake Road, Sheffield Lake

440-315-5553
LiveLoveLakeSeniorLiving.com

Kellymwilms@gmail.com

Recent Bay Village address map showing 
location of 384 and 462 Fordham Parkway 
circled in red.

A 2021 photo of William and Christine Ritchie 
Home at 462 Fordham Parkway, c. 1929.
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The party of the year returns!
MOONDANCE

Saturday, Sept. 11
Local international fare, libations, 

dancing under the stars.

Tickets at BAYarts.net
Groups & sponsor info: mary@bayarts.net

by JENNIFER HARTZELL

I know it is very popular around 
here for people to treat their 
homes with insecticides/pes-

ticides to keep spiders and other 
insects out. However, use of chemi-
cals and pesticides can be very 
harmful to you, your kids, your pets, 
and the environment.

The rule of thumb I use is: if it 
is killing any living thing, it is likely 
killing us, just a heck of a lot more 
slowly. Before I hear any “BUTs” ... I 
know when you have a major infes-
tation of something like carpenter 
ants (this happened to us many 
years ago so we had to call in the 
professionals with the insecticides 
because obviously carpenter ants 
can destroy your house structur-
ally), you need to use the dangerous 
stuff because the bugs are at that 
point dangerous. However, I can say 
that was the first – and last – time 
we have used that sort of product 
in and around our home.

At my home, we do not spray 
for any bugs or spiders. Do we find 
an occasional spider? Sure. Do I kill 
it? You bet! (My son does not, he will 
trap it using paper and a cup and 
bring it outside, good for him! I am 
not that nice.) Overall, I am against 
the use of chemicals and pesticides 
for any reason, unless of course as 
I stated above, it’s a real dangerous 

problem and not just an inconve-
nience.  

So, you’re thinking: “But I love 
my yard after I spray it for mosqui-
toes!” Or, “I love spraying pesticides 
around my house to keep spiders 
out.” Good news! A friend of mine 
recently told me about a company 
called Wondercide. Wondercide 
makes a range of products for use 
on your pet (to kill fleas/ticks and 
prevent them), products to use in 
your yard for flea/tick prevention 
and outdoor pest control, as well as 
indoor household products to repel 
all sorts of different pests you prob-
ably don’t want in your home.

Their ingredients are plant-
based and are not harmful to ben-
eficial insects, birds, animals, adults, 
children, or pets. The products are 
made in the U.S. and are cruelty-
free. Another bonus: it is a woman-
owned company! Please go on to the 
website wondercide.com and read 
the story behind Wondercide. 

Please, please stop your use of 
chemicals and pesticides/insecti-
cides. Do it not only for the environ-
ment, but do it for your health and 
your family’s health. Stop now, don’t 
feel guilty about your past actions, 
because now you know it’s bad and 
maybe you didn’t before … and also 
please tell your family and friends to 
stop using harmful bug/pest control 
as well. 

A safe way to prevent bugs, 
spiders, and other insects

THE GREEN REPORT

O’DonnellMichael

WESTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

Re-Elect

Paid for by the O’Donnell for Council Committee, Ed Lowe, Treasurer,  
26475 Strawberry Lane Westlake Ohio 44145 

22 Years of Proven  
Leadership, Responsiveness and Financial 

Stewardship for Westlake and Ward 4  

Vote for Michael O'Donnell November 2nd and   
Continue our Success!

ODonnell4Westlake.com
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DO YOU KNOW THAT 
CrossPointe Community also ministers weekly in the Spanish 
language under the name CrossPointe Community Hispana.
For more information:
• Go to ourcrosspointe.com
• Call or text our cellphone number at 440-554-0528
• Call 440-835-0243
• Drop in at 1800 Columbia Road, Westlake 

CrossPointe 
Community is a 

member of the Ohio 
Conference of the 

Free Methodist 
Church - USA

May our lives reflect 
God’s glory. 

Dream a little dream with me       
(and the Browns)
by JEFF BING

It’s that time again, folks.
“And exactly what time is that?” you 

query, in an impatient and clearly accu-
satory tone. (Obviously, you’ve read previous 
columns of mine. And BTW – you’re welcome.)

It’s the time of year when I boldly predict 
the Browns’ final record after they finish up 
against the Bengals on Jan. 9. (I’ll also make 
another prediction: If you’re going to that 
game, dress warmly, as it will be cold.)

Anyway, the start of the season is always 
great for the sports fan – regardless of the sport. 
It’s a time when your team has yet to lose a 
game that counts, and even when your team 
has no chance of being competitive (ask any 
Browns fan who’s watched the team since their 
“return” in 1999), you always rationalize that 
with a break here or there, they might be good 
enough to …

Face it: it’s the same kind of optimistic 
lunacy that convinces folks in the US to spend 
$1 billion year after year on scam weight-loss 
products, even though we all know in our heart 
of hearts that by drinking something – which 
tastes, oddly enough, much like sugar water 
– and which promises that in only just a few 
days we will see the pounds “start to melt off,” 
has about as much chance of success as me 
winning a Pulitzer Prize for Literary Excellence. 
(Actually, your odds of success are orders of 
magnitude greater with the weight-loss thing, 
even if you’re hooked up to a lard/sucrose 
drip).

You pat yourself on the back for “doing 
something about the weight thing” (the “some-

thing” being buying a week’s supply of weight-
loss supplements for – “today only” – $149.99) 
and then celebrate by diving into that second 
bag of Cheetos. Unfortunately, we all know 
the only thing that will be losing any weight 
is your wallet.

So, you get my point. When we want to 
be, we are an optimistic bunch, and we always 
want to be with our sports teams (and Cheetos).

But back to the Browns in 2021. Do you 
realize that, even with 17 regular-season games 
this year, only 6 of those games are against 
teams with greater than .500 records last year 
(and 4 of the 6 are against the Steelers and 
Ravens)? That means – and try to keep up if 
math isn’t your bag – the Browns only play 2 
games out of the other 13 against teams (not 
named the Ravens or Steelers) with winning 
records.

And what is especially encouraging about 
the Browns – within their division – is that the 
Steelers and Ravens dominated the Browns 
early last season, but as time progressed, so 
did the Browns. I would rank the Browns to be 
at least on equal footing with either team and 
probably better.

Ergo, I see the Browns going something 
like 12-5 or 13-4, assuming they stay healthy, 
and because of the relatively easy schedule, a 
good number of those games won’t even be 
close.

I’ll look for you at the games – although 
it will be from my couch – while watching TV 
and drinking sugar water as my Browns brown 
shirt turns orange from the Cheetos.

Hey, one must wipe one’s hands off on 
something. 

SPORTING VIEWS
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IVERMECTIN 
from front page    

The first target: river blind-
ness, a leading cause of blindness 
worldwide. It’s caused by a parasit-
ic worm transmitted by blackflies.

With a blackfly bite, the 
worms enter the skin, mature, and 
live up 15 years. The female worm 
can produce up to 1,000 baby 
worms daily. The babies move 
about the body, causing intense, 
debilitating skin itch. Some end 
up in the eyeballs which cause 
itch, inflammation, scarring, and 
blindness.

Ivermectin changes that. 
While it can’t kill the adult worms, 
it can kill the baby worms readily, 
and curtail the female’s fertility, 
like birth control. At-risk individu-
als only need to take one pill every 
6 months to suppress the trans-
mission and reproduction.

Merck, the maker of ivermec-
tin, donated billions of doses to 
developing countries. In 40 years, 
river blindness has been elimi-
nated in countries like Ecuador, 
Colombia, Mexico, and Guate-
mala, and controlled in many Afri-
can countries. In 2019, the World 
Health Organization estimated 
154 million people were receiving 
ivermectin.  

Then COVID-19 hit. A test-
tube study on ivermectin and 
COVID-19 showed promise, but 
subsequent human studies are 
deemed flawed. We need large, 
well-designed trials to ensure 
drugs work.

With the continuing uptick 
in ivermectin use and poisoning, 
major health organizations and 
Merck all issued warnings. The 
FDA tweeted, “You are not a horse. 
You are not a cow. Seriously, y'all. 
Stop it.”

My advice: If you want to try 
ivermectin or other experimental 
treatments, go to clinicaltrials.gov 
and sign up for legitimate studies. 
There are thousands of ongoing 
COVID-19 studies, and as of today, 
five include ivermectin. An open 
mind is a good thing so long you’re 
alive and healthy. 

Everyone is welcome to 
attend this year’s commemora-
tive service at 8:30 a.m. on Satur-
day, Sept. 11. Christina’s grave site 
is located at Evergreen Cemetery, 
29535 Center Ridge Road, along 
the far west side. Those wishing 
to contact the Westlake Historical 
Society may do so by calling 216-
848-0680 or 216-961-6374.

The Historical Society would 
also like to remind readers that 
the annual Yard Sale will be held 
on Sunday, Sept. 12, from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., on the grounds of the 
Clague House Museum, 1371 
Clague Road. We greatly appreci-
ate all the donations we received 
and hope to see you at the sale.            

RYOOK       
from front page    

Princesses & Guides ice cream social & fall registration
by BRIAN GADD

The West Shore Prin-
cesses and Guides are 
dedicated to fostering 

relationships between fathers 
and daughters, and fathers and 
sons in a friendly, fun environ-
ment. Our activities require 
participation by both father 
and child, giving you oppor-
tunities to share experiences, 
learn, and grow together. This 
is not a program to drop off 
your child; dads participate in 
all activities.

Dads can register with 
their sons and daughters as 
young as kindergarten. Our 
organization serves nine West 
Shore communities includ-
ing Bay Village and Westlake. 
Tribes are organized with other 
dads from the same area and 
whose kids are the same age 
range.

The West Shore "Nation," 
which is the group of all the 
individual tribes, has one or 
two events planned every 
month during the school year. 
These events include our fall, 
winter and spring camp-outs; 
bowling; skating; pinewood 

derby; holiday party; 
tobogganing; and many 
others. The camp-outs 
are mostly held at YMCA 
camps with cabins and 
the activities offered 
include horseback riding, 
archery, crafts, rock walls, 
canoeing, hiking, ziplin-
ing, BB guns, a big Sat-
urday night bonfire and 
more.

To join the West 
Shore Princesses and 
Guides, there is a yearly 
fee of $60. The fee helps 
cover the cost of some of 
the events and activities. A 
lot of activities are free for 
members, such as swim 
parties, “drive in movie” 
night and cornhole tour-
nament. Campouts and some 
other events are paid as you 
participate – campouts are 
generally $125-$150 per dad/
child pair for the weekend, 
food and lodging included. 
Events like bowling, tobog-
ganing, and Kalahari trips are 
discounted.

There are no fundrais-
ers, no weekly meetings, no 
badges or other requirements 

– just dads making memories 
with their sons and daughters. 
We are an all-volunteer, non-
profit organization. Host tribes 
coordinate the events so dads 
and kids can show up with a 
minimum of preparation and 
enjoy their time together. Our 
fall registration program is 
underway, and we have several 
ice cream socials scheduled in 
the area for you to come out 

and learn more about the orga-
nization. The Westlake social is 
Wednesday, Sept. 15, 6:30-7:30 
p.m. at Mitchell's Ice Cream, 
27155 Detroit Road.

Registration is easy – just 
visit the website at www.noon-
way.com and follow the instruc-
tions. If you would like more 
info, you can also contact our 
Membership Chief at member-
ship@noonway.com. 

Dads and kids at a sledding outing with the West Shore 
Princesses and Guides.

by BETH MILLI

Throughout the pandem-
ic, the iconic Hunting-
ton House on BAYarts' 

campus, located in the Hunting-
ton Reservation of the Cleveland 
Metroparks, has remained a 
hub for community activities, 
drawing people to its open 
classrooms and galleries, beau-
tifully manicured gardens and 
spacious porches and patios. 
Slated for a fresh coat of paint 

this year, BAYarts was working 
with Textbook Painting to esti-
mate painting the exterior of the 
building.

The Huntington House is 
one of the only remaining struc-
tures of the hobby farm of indus-
trialist John Huntington. Built 
in the 1880s, it originally served 
as the caretakers residence for 
the estate. After the Huntington 
property was purchased by the 
Metroparks in 1925, the building 
became a creative center for the 

arts in 1948, formerly Baycraft-
ers and now BAYarts.

A few weeks ago, Michael 
Murray, owner of Textbook 
Painting, approached BAYarts 
with a unique proposition. A 
firm believer in giving back to 
the community, he offered to 
donate the labor for painting 
the building as a community 
project for his teams, and also 
secured a donation of Benjamin 
Moore paint from Paint CLE in 
Willoughby.

Last week, this plan became 
a reality. Despite soaring tem-
peratures, high humidity and 
rain, the Textbook teams man-
aged to prep and paint the build-
ing in three days. They even 
stopped to picnic on the front 
lawn one day as a team-build-
ing activity during the project. 
Timed to be ready for BAYarts’ 
annual fundraiser Moondance, 
the building now has a fresh new 
look for the event of the season 
to be held Sept. 11. 

BAYarts' Huntington House gets fresh look

by KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK

The start of the school year brings 
a new website and mobile app for 
Bay Village Schools. The district 

rolled out its new digital tools last month 
during a soft launch, officially announc-
ing the new website, www.bayk12.org, on 
Friday, Sept. 3.

The district’s goal is to create an 
information hub where district families 
and Bay Village residents alike can easily 
find resources in as few clicks as pos-
sible.

The new mobile app is also now 
available to download for free on both 
the Apple App Store and Google Play. The 
app will help subscribers stay updated 
on all things Bay Village Schools, with 
access to events, documents, district 
news and emergency notifications. 

Bay Schools launches 
new website, mobile app

27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440 ) 871-3234   |    KnickerbockerApartments.us

❧ 62 & Older
❧  Pet Friendly
❧  E�ciencies & 1 Bedrooms
❧ Senior Transportation Available
❧  Independent Living
❧  Resident Activities
❧ A�ordable Shopping Nearby
❧  On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Thanks to all of our advertisers.
 You keep us humming along!

Support the Observer and be part of something good in our community!
Contact us at 440-409-0114 or staff@wbvobserver.com to find out more.
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Location, location, location!
by TAK SATO

I always reckon smartphones as having 
powers akin to the color-shifting chame-
leons that blend into their environment. 

Crystals in the photonic skin of the chame-
leon are responsible for its color-shifting 
superpowers, much like smartphone "apps" 
change the smartphone's utility into differ-
ent gadgets on the fly.

Out of the box, a smartphone is a mobile 
phone (Dialer app), address book (Con-
tacts), calendar (Calendar), digital camera 
(Camera), video camera ("flip a switch" in 
the Camera), tool to use the services on the 
internet (type of an app known as "browsers" 
such as Safari on Apple iPhones or Chrome 
on Android smartphones), and a turn-by-
turn navigation gadget (Google Maps or 
Apple Maps apps).

Apps such as Maps utilize the GPS 
(Global Positioning System) chip in your 
smartphone to know exactly where it is rela-
tive to earth by receiving information (i.e. 
coordinates) from the satellites in the sky. I 
rely on the Maps app while I drive to give me 
turn-by-turn directions.

Information from the GPS chip can 
be used by many other apps on the smart-
phone. Due to privacy implications, which 
is a hot-button subject these days, access 
to what is known as the "location" service 
of the smartphone needs to be explicitly 
granted by the user before an app can take 
advantage of it. A weather app is an excellent 
example of such an app that you may want to 
install on your smartphone to get real-time 

weather information for where you are.
Another use for location information is 

to track down a lost phone. If you misplaced 
an Apple iPhone, you can try to locate your 
iPhone assuming these conditions are met: 
your iPhone has power, is turned on, is logged 
into your Apple ID, and is set to use the "Find 
My iPhone" service. From another device, 
go to www.icloud.com/find using a browser 
and log in with the same Apple ID used by 
the misplaced iPhone. If successful, it should 
show you the misplaced iPhone on a map. 
To make sure that your iPhone is configured 
properly to use the Find My iPhone service in 
the first place, follow the steps below:

Tap the "Settings" icon -> tap your name 
at the very top ->  tap "Find My" -> make sure 
"Find My iPhone" is turned "On."

To try to locate your misplaced Android-
based smartphone, on another device use 
the browser, go to android.com/find, and log 
in using the same Google Account as on your 
misplaced phone. To make sure that your 
Android-based smartphone is configured 
properly to use the Find My Device service, 
follow the steps below:

Tap the "Settings" icon -> tap "Security" 
-> and make sure "Find My Device" is set 
to "On." 

I'm a firm believer that services already 
present on smartphones, such as Find my 
iPhone or Find My Device, can be a tool if they 
need to locate a person with memory issues. 
As long as the person is carrying a smart-
phone that was pre-configured properly and 
meets other prerequisites, the loved ones may 
be able to locate the missing person. 

THE DIGITAL WORLD

by MARGIE ROSSANDER 

Boy Scout Troop 208, sponsored 
by Dover Congregational 
Church in Westlake, celebrat-

ed the accomplishments of eight 
young men who achieved the rank of 
Eagle Scout. Eagle Scout is the high-
est rank in scouting and is earned 
by less than 4% of all scouts. The 
scouts recognized at the Eagle Court 
of Honor were Scott Rennard, David 
Daniel, John Zaky, Mateo McBride, 
Philip Sutherland, Nolan Gleespen, 
Paul Rossander and Landon Miller.

In addition to earning a mini-
mum of 21 merit badges, they com-
pleted service projects that benefit 
the community including renovating 
the Westlake High School baseball 
dugouts, installing a pet cemetery 
at Dover Congregational Church, 

renovating the outdoor chapel at Sts. 
Peter and George Coptic Orthodox 
Church, creation of sensory materi-
als for memory-impaired residents 
at Sunrise Senior Living Center, 
renovation of the outdoor campus 
at Hospice of the Western Reserve, 
construction of a blessings box 
community food pantry for Prince 
of Peace Church, building a seating 
unit for boat safety training for the 
U.S. Power Squadron, and renova-
tion of garden and grounds at Bay 
Presbyterian Church. 

The Eagle Court of Honor 
included presentations to the Eagles 
by Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough 
and Cuyahoga County Council 
Member Nan Baker. The Eagles were 
also presented American flags that 
had been flown over the Pentagon 
in their honor. 

Troop 208 Scouts celebrated 
at Eagle Court of Honor
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by MEL MAURER

My son, Jeff, and his 
adult son Alex visited 
the Flight 93 National 

Memorial in Shanksville, Penn-
sylvania, last week. They had 
never been there and I had not 
been there since it had become 
a park with designed walls – 
including a visitor center – offer-
ing memorials and information 
on that tragic crash, along with 

wonderful views of its now grass-
covered site. That place where 40 
passengers and crew gave their 
lives to save others on Sept. 11, 
2001. Despite the improvements 
and many visitors there that day, 
it’s just as quiet now as when I 
visited a year after 9/11.

I flew often when I worked. 
Jeff, and his brother, Mike, still 
do in their jobs (at least before 
the pandemic). We have never 
worked in high rise build-
ings, such as those hit by other 
hijacked planes in New York 
with so many people in so many 
offices and stores, making it a 
bit harder for us to relate to that 
environment.

However, we know all too 
well what’s it’s like to wake in the 
morning and make our way to 
airports, check in, pass through 
security, wait in line and then 

board our planes. All very rou-
tine – stow carry-on, buckle up, 
open newspaper, magazine or 
book and wait for coffee. Most 
of us have experienced these 
things.

But not that day, as those 
flyers’ world and then their plane 
was literally turned upside down 
as control of their plane was 
taken by terrorists – willing to die 
and willing to take their lives. We 
can image the situation but not 
its devastating terror.

Looking out over green 
fields at the place where their 
plane was driven into the earth 
as they attacked the hijackers, 
Jeff and I felt as friends with 
our “fellow travelers,” fellow 
fathers and grandfathers, as we 
mourned again their terrible loss 
as others do in New York City or 
at the Pentagon.  

Flight 93 took no lives on the 
ground, its passengers and crew, 
given time and information from 
family, more than those on the 
other planes, made sure of that 

with their courage that terrible 
9/11 day. And we forever thank 
them for it.

The site is an easy one-day 
trip, mostly by turnpikes. 

620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

NOW OPEN !
Call for an 
appointment:
440-871-0899

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY
Ad artwork ©2021 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

All Around Carpet

SALES & INSTALLAT ION
4772 Dover Center Road

440-539-4737

All All aaround round 22ararzzetet

The Flight 
93 National 
Memorial

READER'S OPINION

The Tower of Voices at the Flight 93 National Memorial is 
a monumental, 93-foot-tall musical instrument holding 40 
wind chimes, representing the 40 passengers and crew 
members.
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Gardening at the Knickerbocker
by CHRIS FUNNELL

As August came to a close I went to our little 
community garden at the Knickerbocker Apart-
ments to take morning pictures when the sun 

highlights the loveliness of our meager efforts. One 
gardener, however, has spent many hours tending 
the garden and has given advice and watered when 
needed. Robert is from Lebanon and brings old world 
wisdom, even his mother's advice not to waste a thing, 
and shares it along with recipes for tabbouleh and his 
hot peppers, which he grows in abundance.

The Knickerbocker has kindly provided eight 
raised beds that are waist high, built on stilts so older 
people don't have to kneel to garden which would 
prevent many like myself from gardening at all. They 
also provided potting soil to fill the boxes, sometimes 
mixing in the clay-like native dirt that is not fit for 

growing anything. I am surprised any grass grows at all.
When I used up my allotted store bought soil I 

planted chive seeds in a small pot of the native soil. 
After several weeks without any sprouts I turned the 
pot upside down to find it was hard as a rock. I use it as 
a weight to keep my gardening supplies from blowing 
away in storms.

Now fall is breathing down our necks. As I enjoy 
the comforts of morning sun, flowers in full bloom, 
birdsong, a beautiful and comfortable place to sit alone 
or visit with neighbors. I wonder how we can extend the 
growing season with some sort of enclosure to keep the 
frost from snuffing our flowers and plants.

I would like to invite anyone in the community 
to give advice, hands-on assistance or resources for 
this project which is bigger than any individual garden 
lover. Please contact: TwistedKnickersGardeningClub@
zohomail.com. 

NATURE & ENVIRONMENT
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by CYNTHIA EAKIN

The Bay Village Historical Soci-
ety is kicking off a great season 
with a tailgate party at the Bay 

Lodge on Sept. 16.
Put on your football attire and 

enjoy brats and burgers on the grill 
provided by the society. Attendees 
with a last name beginning with A to L 
are asked to bring an appetizer or des-
sert for 10 to share. Those with a last 
name beginning with M to Z are asked 

to bring a side dish for 10. The dinner 
is free for historical society members. 
Non-members will be charged $10 at 
the door. Bring your own place setting 
and beverage of choice.

The evening’s program will be, 
“The History of Sports in Cleveland.” 
The doors open at 6 p.m., followed by 
dinner at 6:30 p.m. and the program 
at 7.00 p.m. If you plan to attend, 
please RSVP to Pam Ebert at Blingla-
dy17@gmail.com or 216-789-1272 by 
Sept. 13. 

Kick off the season with 
a tailgate party

BAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Catholics Coming Home program 
is back at St. Raphael
by CARLA RENICK

St. Raphael Church in Bay Village will 
offer a program called Catholics 
Coming Home on seven consecutive 

Thursday evenings, Sept. 16 through Oct. 
28, from 7:00-8:30 p.m. These sessions are 
for non-practicing Catholics interested in 
returning to the Catholic Church. There will 
be informal sharing and an update of the 
Catholic faith in a support-group format.

One former participant said of the 
program, "The sessions provided a sense 

of community with the other participants 
as well as with the team leaders, making 
me realize how much I missed that." Join 
us and reconnect with our Catholic com-
munity.

St. Raphael Church is located at 525 
Dover Center Road. For more details and 
to register, call the parish office at 440-871-
1100. Additional information is available 
at www.saintraphaelparish.com under 
"Parish Flyers." You may also refer to our 
Facebook page: Catholics Coming Home 
at Saint Raphael. 

FAITH & SPIRITUALITY
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter Public Library’s 
early September 2021 calendar of events. 
All programs are subject to change. Please 
check westlakelibrary.org or follow the 
library on Facebook and Twitter    
(@WestlakePorter) for the latest updates.

Thursdays, Sept. 9 and 23 (3:30-4:30 
p.m.) Roblox Arcade (Live) – Love 
Roblox? We have some private servers set 
up for Tweens in grades 4-6 to hang out 
with their friends and enjoy some of the 
most popular games via Zoom. Please 
register.

Thursday, Sept. 9 (6:30-7 p.m.) and 
Friday, Sept. 17 (10-10:30 a.m.) Adapted 
Storytime in the Garden – This story-
time is designed for children ages 3-7 
who may not be successful in a typi-
cal storytime experience. Siblings may 
attend but must register separately. This 
program is weather permitting. Staff will 
make every effort to notify you in a timely 
manner if we cannot meet in-person. If 
we cannot meet in-person Zoom invita-
tions will be sent to all registered attend-
ees. Please register every person that will 
be attending, including children and 
adults. Caregivers must stay with their 
child(ren) during the programming. 
Please register.

Friday, Sept. 10 (4-4:45 p.m.) The Sci-
ence of 'Magic Tree House: Dinosaurs 
Before Dark' – There is science inside the 
"Magic Tree House" books. Let’s begin with 
"Dinosaurs Before Dark" and explore the 
world of dinosaurs, from fossils and eggs 
to carnivores and herbivores. Grades 1-2. 
Discoveries will be made through hands-
on experiments, active participation and a 

simple take home project. This program is 
weather permitting. Please register.

Monday, Sept. 13 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Gross Motor Monday – Start your week 
with some movement activities! We will 
have fun balancing, jumping, tossing, 
marching and more! For children ages 3-7 
with special needs. This program is led by a 
librarian, not a therapist, physician or exer-
cise professional. This program is weather 
permitting. If we cannot meet in-person, 
we will meet on Zoom invites will be sent 
to all registered attendees. Please register 
every person that will be attending, includ-
ing children and adults. Caregivers must 
stay with their child(ren) during program-
ming. Please register.

Monday, Sept. 13 (7-8:30 p.m.) Maker 
Monday: Transfer Memories to Digital 
at Home (Live) – On Zoom, learn what 
you can check out from WPPL’s Non-Tra-
ditional Materials Collection to transfer 
your VHS tapes to DVD, cassettes to MP3, 
records to mp3, and more! Please register. 
Participants must provide an email address 
to receive Zoom information.

Tuesday, Sept. 14 (1-3 p.m.) Career 
Transition: Tips for the Best Job Search 
Package (Live) – How do you present 
yourself on paper to potential employers? 
Does your resume make them want to take 
a closer look at you? Does your LinkedIn 
profile support your resume and provide a 
cohesive representation of you? Join Cyn-
thia Wilt on Zoom with your documents so 
that we can ask questions and audit what 
you have. Please register to receive an email 
containing Zoom instructions.

Tuesday, Sept. 14 (10-11:30 a.m.) Excel 
1: Introduction – Practice entering and 
formatting text and numbers within cells. 

Insert, delete, and modify columns and 
rows. Begin working with basic formulas. 
Class is in person. Capacity is limited. Soft-
ware version is Excel 2019. Registration 
begins one week before each session.

Tuesday, Sept. 14 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) Jew-
elry Junction: Fall Shell Pendant In-Per-
son Class – Make a beautiful fall pendant 
using beige shells, wire and pearls. Materials 
and tools provided. Please register.

Tuesday, Sept. 14 10 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
Tuesday Evening Book Discussion 
(Live) – Join the WPPL Tuesday Evening 
Book Club on Zoom for a discussion of 
"The Night Tiger" by Yangsze Choo. Please 
register. You will receive a Zoom invitation 
and instructions by email.

Wednesday, Sept. 15 (2-3 p.m.) 
Wednesday Book Discussion – This 
month’s title is "The Two-Family House" 
by Lynda Cohen Loigman. Discussion will 
be held outside in the Reading Garden. 
Please register. In the event of inclement 
weather we will meet on Zoom. In that 
event notification and Zoom instructions 
will be sent by email.

Thursday, Sept. 16 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
Windows 10 Introduction – Learn how 

to work with the basic features of Win-
dows 10. Work with the Start Menu, Tiles, 
access settings, Task View, Action Center, 
and Microsoft Edge. This class is in person. 
Capacity is limited. Registration begins 
Sept. 9.

Thursday, Sept. 16 (4-5 p.m.) Intro-
duction to Finding Grants (Live) – 
Discover what funders are looking for 
in nonprofits seeking grants and how to 
find potential funders in this introductory 
course. You will learn the 10 most impor-
tant things you need to know about finding 
grants. A demo of hands-on, guided online 
grant research using the Foundation Direc-
tory Online database will be provided. 
Please register.

Friday, Sept. 17 (10 a.m.-noon) Non-
profit Community Hours – Do you have 
questions regarding nonprofit manage-
ment and fundraising? Schedule a one-on-
one, 15-minute virtual reference session 
with WPPL’s Candid FIN Manager to dis-
cuss the needs of your 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion and the various resources available 
to you.

To register for any of the programs, 
visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Ad artwork ©2021 Westlake | Bay Village Observer

Senior Driver (Part-time)
The City of Bay Village is currently hiring for a part-time Senior Driver 

for our Community Services Department. 
The days and hours for this position are flexible.

The Senior Driver will provide transportation to Bay Village residents that 
are age 60 and over, or are disabled.

Requirements: Valid Ohio Driver’s License. Ability to safely operate a 
passenger vehicle and a 14-passenger van with wheelchair lift.

Apply online: www.cityofbayvillage.com

The City of Bay Village is an Equal Opportunity Employer

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
 WBV Observer ©2021WBVO

Hyland is seeking a 
Line Cook to join our 

dining team in Westlake! 
This position offers a 

guaranteed 40 hour work 
week (Monday-Friday) with 

a full benefits package. 
We are looking for 

someone with prior food 
preparation and kitchen 

experience. 
If you are interested, 
please apply today at 
Hyland.com/careers

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY
Westlake | Bay Village Observer 2021

Now Hiring Kitchen Help

info@chattyspizzeria.com
(440) 471-4485

28611 Lake Road, Bay Village

Westlake Porter Public Library’s       
early September calendar of events

Porter Library commemorates 20th anniversary of 9/11
by ELAINE WILLIS

Westlake Porter Public Library 
is commemorating the 20th 
anniversary of the 9/11 attacks 

with a special poster exhibition of "Sep-
tember 11, 2001: The Day That Changed 
the World." Consisting of images and 
stories from survivors and witnesses, the 
exhibit hangs in the art gallery area. It is 
accompanied by postcards upon which 

visitors will be encouraged to share their 
memories of that day. The memory cards 
will be placed in a book for others to 
view. The exhibit opened on Sept. 1.

The exhibition was developed by the 
National 9/11 Memorial and Museum 
and was made possible in part by the 
National Endowment for the Humani-
ties: Democracy Demands Wisdom.

In addition to the exhibit, the library 
will also be collecting memories and 

hopes for the future in the Youth Services 
Department from Sept. 1-10. They will be 
placed on stars and hung in Christina’s 
Corner, which memorializes Westlake 
resident Christina Sunga Ryook who was 
in the World Trade Center when it was 
attacked.

Visitors may view the memory/
hopes stars from Sept. 11 through the 
week following. Anyone who wishes to 
leave a memory or hopes on a star but 

cannot visit the library Sept. 1-10 may 
contact the Youth Services Department 
at 440-250-5471.

The library will also be doing a series 
of blog posts (blogs.westlakelibrary.
org) highlighting the poster exhibit and 
other library programs commemorating 
the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 terror 
attacks. Other blog posts will feature 
materials owned by the library focusing 
on 9/11. 

Westlake Porter Public Library 
invites local residents to take 
just a little bit of time each 

day from Sept. 20-24 to participate in 
“Five Days for Democracy.”Residents 
will be encouraged to think about what 
democracy means to them and join 
neighbors in tackling fun daily chal-
lenges to help learn more about govern-
ment in their own backyard.

This year the effort will focus on 
how all politics is local: what does local 
government look like, who represents 
us, and how we can impact city hall. 
Each day will focus on one specific 

topic, including:
•	 Who represents me?
•	 What’s on my ballot?
•	 Why does voting matter?
•	 How does it work?
•	 How can I do more?

“5 Days for Democracy”is a col-
laboration between the Cleveland City 
Club and the nine public library sys-
tems in Cuyahoga County, including 
Westlake Porter Public Library. This is 
the second year of the effort.

To participate and for more 
information visit www.cityclub.org/
fivedays. 

Join Porter Library for ‘5 Days 
For Democracy’

HELP WANTED 
Looking for employees? 
Contact the Observer to place 

an ad in the next issue.
staff@wbvobserver.com

440-409-0118
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Thank you to our kind 
readers who have 
donated to help 

keep the Observer’s 
presses rolling and to 
support a free press.

Evelyn Allen

George Arruda

David & Carol Ball

BAYarts

Bay Village Garden Club

Bay Village Historical Society

Bay Village Women’s Club

Bonnie Belda

Ruth B. Bertrand

John Biesterfeldt

Jeffrey D. Bing

The Bing Family

Marie Black

Bill & Jane Blackie

Bocce Partner JD

Barb Bobrowski

Jean Bowman

Judy Brody

Judy & Ray Budoi

George Cadwallader

Dwight & Nancy Clark

John & Fran Clark

Stephen Clarke

Maryanne Cullom

Cuyahoga West Chapter, OGS

Deborah Delzeith

Randy & Angela DeMuesy

Jack Dianiska

Leisa Diller

Penny Dolski

Tony & Judy Dostal

Todd & Donna Dresing

Anne Engel

Cynthia & Eric Eakin

Gary & Pamela Ebert

Bob & Ellen Erzen

Michael & Diane Ferry

Susan & Richard Fink

Cathy & Paul Flament

Jan Foote

Tom & Lois Fornes

Diane Frye

Lee Gase

Edward Godic

Doris Gorgas

Rick Grane

Grateful Reader

Marybeth Hackenberg

Rosemary & Walt Halun

Linda Harris

Linda Heiden & John Heidenreich

Dawn Hilt

Karol Hoeffler

Harry & Karen Huhndorff

David W. Kaman

Patrick Keating

Joan Kemper

Thank
 You!

Paul & Therese Koomar

Beverly Kosarko

Thomas Kovach

William Krause

Barbara Lahey

Marilyn Lahnen

John R. Larson

Ellie Luchini

David  & Shirley Lynn

Marty & Jennie Mace

The Mack Family (Jon, Lisa               

and Holly)

Martha Devotion Huntington 

Chapter/Daughters of the 

American Revolution

Tom & Kirsten Martin

Mel Maurer

John & Marilyn McDermott

Thomas & Holly McGowan

Mary Kay McLean

Joan Hayes McSweeney

Mark Miller

Kevin Moriarty

Tom Mullee

Mike Nock

Michael & Ann O’Donnell

Donna Paino

Dolores Padrutt

Julie & Al Paulus

Jim Potter

Connie Priest

Tim Rasgaitis

David & Amy Rencehausen

Carol Riordan

Mila Roberts

Carole Roske

Steve Ruscher

Louis Ruscitto

Victor Rutkoski

George Ryan

Mike & Julie Scanlan

Joyce Able Schroth

Patti, Dominic & Gianni Sclimenti

Todd & Barb Semroc

Jane & Stu Sheard

Nancy Sheehan

Harry J. & Eileen Shimko

David Smalley

Jean Smith

Eileen & John Snyder

Marilyn Sommer

Lysa Stanton & Dave Pfister

James Stevenson

Kathleen Swetkis

Nick & Judy Taranto

Barbara Taushanoff

Terri Telepak

Lilybeth Teske

Brian Thompson

Judy & Don Trask

Village Bicycle Cooperative

WBV Observer Admirer

Westlake Kiwanis Club

Shirley Whitbeck

Cynthia White

Marge Widmar

Edward L. Wilkinson Sr

Peter & Kathy Winzig

Barb & Ian Woodburn

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous
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by ROBERT ROZBORIL

Do you drive or walk on Center 
Ridge Road? What would you like 
to see happen along the corri-

dor?
The City of Westlake, with help from 

County Planning, is currently developing 

a Strategic Master Plan for Center Ridge 
Road. We need your help in providing 
feedback on potential recommenda-
tions included in the plan, so residents 
are encouraged to take a brief survey at 
www.countyplanning.us/WestlakeSurvey.

To learn more about the project’s 
vision and goals, residents can also view 

a virtual presentation that describes 
achievements to date, potential recom-
mendations, and next steps for the future. 
Your involvement is vital so please take a 
minute to help shape the future of West-
lake by viewing the presentation, taking 
the survey and asking us questions at 
www.countyplanning.us/CenterRidge. 

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story
online by July 16

at wbvobserver.com

 See BASSETT page 2

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
D

EN
N

Y 
W

EN
D

EL
L

Westlake removing Bassett school building

Westlake seeks input on Center Ridge Master Plan

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver

The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal 
that volunteers define a community.

by KATHLEEN CROUSE

Westlake City Schools will be 
reconfiguring the area on 
which Bassett Elementary 

School now stands. With the build-
ing no longer in use and in need 
of expensive repairs, the school 
district has deemed it more eco-
nomically beneficial to raze it. The 

district recently passed a resolution 
determining that the Bassett and 
Holly Lane land will be retained and 
turned into a green space open to the 
public, easing concerns of nearby 
residents who feared the grounds 
being sold to a private developer.

“The Bassett School building 
has been a valuable resource to 
our district for many years,” said 

Westlake Superintendent Dr. Scott 
Goggin. “We have no plans to sell 
the property as we find it will be 
more useful to our community as 
a green space. And the site will be 
more beneficial to Westlake Schools 
years from now when we will need 
a lot that fits the needs of a growing 
school district.”

Bay Village Branch 
Library accepting 
book donations for 
fill-a-bag sale
by TARA MCGUINNESS

As we make the return to even 
more of our regular servic-
es, the Bay Village branch 

library, 502 Cahoon Road, is once 
again accepting book donations. 
And, in lieu of our quarterly book 
sales, the branch will host an ongo-
ing fill-a-bag sale. 

For only $2, patrons will be 
able to fill a library provided bag 
with book sale items. Please ask at 
the check out desk for your bag. You 
won't want to miss out on the ever-
varying assortment of books, DVDs 
and CDs available for purchase. 

The library is open Monday 
through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 
9 p.m., Friday and Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m., and Sunday from 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Our Friends of the Library 
group depends on donated items 
to fund programs and items for the 
library. 

If you have any questions 
about items we accept for dona-
tions, please call the Bay Village 
branch at 440-871-6392.

Westlake residents indicate on a map which parts of Center Ridge they like (using green pins), and which areas need 
improvement (red pins) during a January 2020 public meeting.

 P
H

O
TO

 C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

C
IT

Y 
O

F 
W

ES
TL

A
K

E

The city of Westlake is holding a grand opening and 
ribbon-cutting ceremony at the new Community 
Services Center, 28975 Hilliard Blvd., on Tuesday, July 

13, starting at 4:30 p.m.
 The event will include self-guided tours, music, refresh-

ments, an ice cream truck, a raffle, health screenings and 
food cooked by UH St. John Medical Center’s personal chef.

The grand opening will kick off at 4:30 p.m. with a 
ribbon cutting and a few remarks from Mayor Clough. Staff 
will be stationed throughout the Center to provide more 
information and answer questions as people take their own 
self-guided tours around the facility.

Beginning at 7 p.m. in the the Eileen Humphrey Audito-
rium, the Westlake | Bay Village Observer will host the State 
of the City address with Mayor Dennis Clough. Residents 
are invited to come and learn more about how Westlake 
managed last year’s challenges and what new projects are 
on the horizon. 

Both events are free and open to the public. 

Westlake's new Community 
Services Center ribbon-cutting                    

& State of the City address

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name					     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
 MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions 
are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to 
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.

Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding 
mission – to strengthen our community by informing and engaging 
Westlake and Bay Village residents. 

Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added 
challenge at a time when emotional connection and togetherness 
matter so much.

Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the 
community can share news, share stories and share laughs.

If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please 
send a cash or check donation along with the form below. Donations 
may also be made by credit card at wbvobserver.com. All supporters 
will be recognized in future editions of the Observer.

We need your help

13.17

Thank you to our 
kind readers who 

have donated to help 
keep the Observer’s 

presses rolling and to 
support a free press.

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services
• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time / special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Sunshine

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 

16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145

O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

Thursday, Sept. 9, 6:30 p.m.
AFGHANISTAN: CONFESSIONS OF A CLOSET 
PATRIOT
Dr. Diane Huey, M.D., will discuss and show slides 
from her year in Afghanistan, one decade ago. Dr. 
Huey (a Bay High graduate) left her comfortable 
life and medical practice here to help evacuate 
our wounded out of the war zone. Get an insider’s 
view on this 20-year war and the lives it has 
affected. Face masks required. Free and open to 
the public.
Bay Village Library meeting room, 502 Cahoon Rd.

Saturday, Sept. 11, noon-3 p.m.
BAY VILLAGE TOUCH-A-TRUCK
Kids are invited to climb in fire trucks, turn on 
police car emergency lights, sit in Bay Village 
service trucks, and meet our police officers, 
firefighters/paramedics, and Service Department 
employees.
Bay Village Police Station, 28000 Wolf Rd.

Monday, Sept. 13, to Friday, Sept. 17, 8 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Saturday, Sept. 18, 7:30 a.m.-noon
WESTLAKE HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 
COLLECTION

Westlake residents only. Accepted materials: a 
variety of oil based paint and related products, 
pesticides, household cleaners, adhesives, etc. Not 
accepted: latex or acrylic paint, batteries, CFL/
fluorescent bulbs, medical waste, tires, electronics. 
For a complete list, visit www.cityofwestlake.org. 
Westlake Service Center, 741 Bassett Rd.

Friday, Sept. 17, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Saturday, Sept. 18, 8 a.m.-noon
WESTLAKE SCRAP TIRE COLLECTION
Westlake residents only. Car and light 
truck tires (20" or less) only. Rims must be 

removed. Maximum 4 tires per household. 
Westlake Service Center, 741 Bassett Rd.

Sunday, Sept. 19, noon
CITIZEN, PROJECT OF THE YEAR CEREMONY
Join the Bay Village Community Council for coffee 
and doughnuts as we honor this year’s Citizen of 
the Year, Nancy Trainer, and Project of the Year, 
the Bradley Park playground renovation. Mayor 
Koomar will present proclamations.
Bradley Park Playground, 513 Bradley Rd.


